
LEADING THE WAY IN FIRE PROTECTION

THE BRITISH MUSEUM
CASE STUDY

CLIENT:  The British Museum
 Great Russell Street, London, UK
 
SECTOR:  Museums & Historic Buildings

PROJECT:  Bespoke SmokeStop 
 Smoke Curtains

APPLICATION: Compartmentation, Smoke Control
 and Protected Means of Escape



WHAT TYPE OF FIRE PROTECTION WAS THE CLIENT 
LOOKING FOR?

Coopers Fire have worked with the British Museum for a 
few years as they were heavily involved with the installation 
of multiple fire curtains.
 
As a result of this relationship, Coopers Fire were asked 
to replace the smoke curtains installed by another 
manufacturer on the Central Reading Room in the main 
entrance hall to The British Museum. The Reading Room is 
the large circular building as you enter the museum, under 
the striking and beautiful glass roof.
 
The smoke curtains over each window around the Reading 
Room were not operating as they should be or in some 
cases, not at all. In order to rectify th is and as part of 
Coopers Fire ongoing service and maintenance with the 
British Museum, Coopers Fire designed bespoke smoke 
curtains to replace the existing ones.

HOW DID COOPERS HELP?  

Due to the shape of the Reading Room and how the 
previous smoke curtains had been installed it required 
Coopers to design a bespoke smoke curtain to fit within 
the window recess and run within the small channels 
between the walls. We were unable to make any 
structural changes to the walls, making the design and 
installation quite a challenge.

A total of 15 active smoke curtains running in existing 
side guides were installed bringing a minimum of 
disruption to the museum. There were no alterations 
to the structure itself in removing the redundant smoke 
curtains and replacing with the new Coopers Fire 
bespoke products. The bespoke design incorporated 
features to allow the smoke curtain to be easily serviced 
and maintained within the confined space.

SMOKE CURTAINS PROTECTING THE READING ROOM ARE 
REPLACED BY COOPERS FIRE

Coopers Fire Ltd has 
a policy of continuous 
product improvement. 

As such we reserve the 
right to change design 
and specifications 
without prior notice.

Please check our website 
for the latest information.
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KEY BENEFITS 

• Bespoke smoke curtains designed to work with existing 
 side guides
• Unique features allowing for ease of service and    
 maintenance within a confined space
• Quality assurance achieved by Independent Third Party   
 Certification for both Product Testing and Installation
• System compliant to relevant standards including TGFS  
 system (TOTAL Gravity Fail Safe)
• Manufactured by Coopers Fire in the UK under 
 BS EN ISO 9001 and 14001 systems

The British Museum is now protected again from the 
harmful effects of smoke and fire. Coopers Fire will 
continue to regularly service the new smoke curtains 
and the fire curtains in the new extension.

BENEFITS 

Coopers Fire are able to offer bespoke solutions for fire 
and smoke curtains for all building types and applications. 
In this instance, Coopers Fire were able to apply years of 
experience in the industry to ensure an alternative product 
was designed and installed and working correctly, with 
future back up guaranteed from the Coopers Fire service 
team. 
 
Coopers Fire are the only fire and smoke curtain 
manufacturer with third party certification for product, 
installation and service. The result of this means the 
product is compliant, it is correctly installed by Coopers 
Fire trained installers, leaving you safe in the knowledge it 
can be correctly serviced and maintained by Coopers Fire 
trained Service engineers. 
 
Coopers Fire, fire and smoke curtains are recognised as 
the modern alternative to firewalls, fire doors and glazing, 
giving designers the freedom to design modern, open plan 
spaces without compromising fire safety. 

Coopers Fire is a turnkey business, offering the customer 
a product and service with full provenance. Coopers Fire 
designs, manufactures, tests, installs and maintains all its 
fire curtains from our business premises in, Hampshire, 
UK.


